
Benchmarking Information

Examples of councils providing sponsored memorial benches, trees or shrubs in their parks 
and open spaces include Birmingham City Council, Bedford Borough Council, Rochford 
District Council and St Albans City & District Council

Cheltenham Borough Council allow Benches or Trees through “Seat Sponsorship” or “Tree 
Sponsorship” Schemes whereby small donations are made but no plaques with inscriptions.

Most councils specify the bench type so as to ensure it is suitable for the location.

Redditch Borough Council allows memorials, benches or plaques in the crematorium 
grounds and cemetery areas only, not in parks or open space.

Perth & Kinross Council allows no more than 50% of the total benches in any area to be 
offered as Memorial Benches.

Leasing periods vary, Rochford District Council offer a maintenance lease over 5 years, 
Perth & Kinross Council use an expected life of the bench to be 15 years and Bedford 
Borough Council use 15 years also.

In relation to trees, many councils offer them as Memorials, but most do not offer plaques 
due to the risk of damage.

Councils vary in relation to the number of years they will give a tree to thrive before 
replacing it at their own cost.  Some will not replace any tree, regardless of age, others, 
such as Birmingham City Council and Rochford District Council will replace up to 1 year, 
whereas Bristol City Council and Bedford Borough Council will replace up to 2 years.

Bench costs and arrangements vary by Council;

 Birmingham City Council charge £750 - £1500 for a bench, no replacement for 
damaged benches and no indication of whether maintenance is included or not.

 Bedford Borough Council charge £1600 for a new bench and plaque and include 
maintenance in this cost. 

 St Albans City & District Council asks for donations for benches which are exempt 
from VAT, costs are based on a standardised style of bench, include plaque and 
installation in the region of £1300 but there is currently a waiting list for 
memorial bench donations in parks.  

 Perth and Kinross Council expect minimal maintenance – cleansing or very minor 
repairs only, purchase if for the life of the bench, expected to be 15 years

 Kettering Borough Council no longer supply any benches
 Rochford District Council supply 4 different benches ranging from £440 to £1750

Sponsorship amounts for trees also varies;  Councils that offer no guarantee of success or 
any replacement tree if the tree fails for whatever reason include Cheltenham Borough 
Council with a donation cost of £200 

Bristol City Council charge £295 for the supply, planting and watering of the tree for up to 
2 years to ensure it is established.  



Bedford Borough Council supply a tree 3 to 4 metres tall at a cost of £400 including tree 
guard, planting, staking and tying, plus 1st seasons watering.  Rochford District Council also 
replaces a tree within the first year and their cost is around £185.00.  

St Albans City and District Council will charge for the tree depending on the species, 
between £150 to £250 and replaces any trees at their own cost. 


